In all of the thanksgiving/petition components, organizers are encouraged to use an example of a blessing in that component tha  they have seen in their diocese.

Local  Synod Gathering: Prayer Service
God Has Blessed Us Abundantly

Leader: We start our day as we start most things in our ministries; by coming before God and asking His Spirit to open our hearts and ears to hear what He’s saying, and our hearts to see what He’s already doing and what He wants to do in our community. 

Lord, we often focus on how far we still have to go without pausing to be still and see what You have already done. We quiet ourselves now to do exactly that. Show us where You’ve been at work through us, so that we can head into the rest of the day with hearts full of gratitude. 
Our response as we bring our thanks and petitions to the Lord is, “Thank you Lord, that you work for the good in all things.”
All: Thank you Lord, that you work for the good in all things.

Reader 1: Advocacy in youth ministry means that we encourage our parishes and communities to embrace young people with all of the gifts and challenges that they bring.  Jesus, thank you for *insert example of an achievement in advocacy in your diocese*. Help us to continually recognize the opportunities You give to advocate for our young people.
All: Thank you Lord, that you work for the good in all things.

Reader 2: We work to provide catechesis for our young people, and desire for them to know the freedom that can be found in the teaching of Christ and His Church. Jesus, thank you for *insert example of an achievement in catechesis in your diocese*. Help us to grow in our understanding of the Catholic faith so that we can effectively share it with youth.

All: Thank you Lord, that you work for the good in all things.
Reader 3: Providing opportunities for growth in Community helps our young people feel that they have a home in their parish and diocese. Jesus, thank you for *insert example of an achievement in community life in your diocese*. Help us to continue creating opportunities for youth to be involved at every level of community. 

All: Thank you Lord, that you work for the good in all things.

Reader 4: The fundamental identity of our Church is found in the role of evangelization. Jesus, thank you for *insert example of an achievement in evangelization in your diocese*. Give us a passion to share your love with others, and an understanding of what it means to live the faith that we share.

All: Thank you Lord, that you work for the good in all things.

Reader 5: Pope Paul VI said, “If you want peace, work for justice”, and part of our mission is to help young people see that living an authentic Christian life means striving to end injustice wherever it is found. Jesus, thank you for *insert example of an achievement in justice and service in your diocese*. Show us how to teach youth that “faith without works is dead”, and help them to be passionate about serving others through our own example of selflessness.

All: Thank you Lord, that you work for the good in all things.

Reader 6: Every Christian is baptized priest, prophet and king, and shares in the responsibility and joy found in leadership. Jesus, thank you for *insert example of an achievement in leadership development in your diocese*. Help us to see the gifts of leadership you give to the youth we minister to, and give us the grace to build up leaders for Your Kingdom.

All: Thank you Lord, that you work for the good in all things.
Reader 7: True ministry to young people cannot be complete without sharing in their joys, challenges, and sufferings. Jesus, thank you for *insert example of an achievement in pastoral care in your diocese*. Help us to grow in the ministry of pastoral care, and show us how to form healthy and vibrant relationships with youth that have you at their centre.

All: Thank you Lord, that you work for the good in all things.

Reader 8: Prayer is the foundation of our life in You, and leads to worship as we realize just how vast Your love for us is. Jesus, thank you for *insert example of an achievement in prayer and worship in your diocese*. Draw us always closer to Your heart, and give us the words and tools for helping young people to do the same. Inspire our times of worship with youth to be experiences of Spirit and Truth; especially in the celebration of the Eucharist.
All: Thank you Lord, that you work for the good in all things.

Leader: Father, we come to you today and ask that you fill us with your Holy Spirit so that we can see you at work in us and each other. Help us to see how you are moving in the young people of our diocese, and how you want us to support what you have already started. Take away any divisions that prevent us from being united in you, and help us to use our gifts to serve your young people. Use this gathering to help us grow in You, see the beauty in what you’ve already done in our diocese, and bring to light our hopes for the future. We ask all this in the name of Your Son, who lives and reigns with the Holy Spirit forever and ever. 

All: Amen.
